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Jointly sponsored conferences, off-site Weill Cornell conferences, and/or Weill Cornell travel-study programs may be useful in facilitating CME and are supported by Weill Cornell as part of its overall CME program after approval by the CME Committee (see Weill Cornell Guidlines CMEG-2A for a definition of joint sponsorship).  Our overall criteria are that it must be apparent to the consumer that the activity in question is a bonafide CME activity with serious educational merits, and that, in accordance with ACCME guidelines, the activity be sponsored by Weill Medical College of Cornell University as part of its overall program of CME.


The following guidelines for jointly-sponsored and/or off-campus conferences have been approved by the Weill Cornell CME Committee; and are in addition to ACCME and AMA guidelines, as well as Weill Cornell's Standard CME Guidelines (CMEG-1):

1.
JOINT SPONSORSHIP is a relationship that exists when the Office of Continuing Medical Education enters into a collaborative educational partnership with another organization.  JOINT SPONSORSHIP must be restricted to organizational entities with which such involvement is academically appropriate e.g. other leading medical institutions; distinguished societies in medicine, the social sciences or humanities; and established publishers of medical literature of recognized quality.  The Committee must approve all joint sponsors.  As such, a description of the organization must be included in your application materials.

2.
Fees for JOINTLY SPONSORED ACTIVITIES:
For all activities jointly sponsored with another organization:  the outside organization is expected to pay the following administrative fees.  A non-refundable check made out to "Weill Cornell-CME" in the amount of $500.00 should accompany the application for Weill Cornell Sponsorship.  The $1000.00 fee is only required for approved activities after CME committee review.

Application Fee (non-refundable)
$500.00

Administrative Fee for approved Jointly Sponsored Activities
$1000.00

3.
There shall be a "significant" presence of Weill Cornell faculty at the off-site or jointly sponsored conference.  As a guideline, we will informally take this to mean that 10-20% of faculty should be from Weill Cornell.  (Obviously, in a small meeting with only four or five faculty members, the single Weill Cornell Chairman or Co-Chairman would suffice, whereas in a very large meeting with 10 or 20 speakers, the single Weill Cornell Chairman would not suffice.)

4.
The Weill Cornell name and seal must appear on the front page of the course brochure.   Credit to other sponsoring organizations will be of similar or smaller size and boldness.  Corporations or other for-profit entities involved in supporting the activity shall be no earlier than the second page of the brochure, and will generally be in language such as "This program has been funded in part by an unrestricted educational grant from ________________." 

5.
The following "Joint Sponsorship Statement" must appear on all printed materials for jointly sponsored CME activities:


"This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essentials and Standards of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint sponsorship of Weill Medical College of Cornell University and  <joint sponsor>.  Weill Medical College of Cornell University is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians."
6.
The Weill Cornell Faculty Course Director must be actively involved in crafting the educational content of the activity and must approve the selection of all faculty members.  Both he/she and the CME Committee must be aware of and approve the honoraria paid to the faculty of the course.

7.
The CME Committee must be provided with a copy of the letter of agreement between the Weill Cornell chairman and co- or joint-sponsor, or of any planning company and/or pharmaceutical company involved in the conference.

8.
The CME Committee must review drafts, and preferably mechanicals, of all literature associated with a program, i.e., the brochure, any letters of invitation sent by the Weill Cornell faculty chairman or other persons, the envelopes or mailers that these items will be sent in, the CME credit certification, and all other printed materials.  This includes promotional materials not included in the CME program itself.

9.
All requests for approval, including data required under paragraphs 6 and 7 above, must be submitted to the CME Committee at least 4 - 6 months in advance of the date of the program and before any announcements or publicity are mailed or posted.

10.
Any joint-sponsored and/or off-site educational activities must meet the same criteria as on-site activities sponsored solely by the Weill Cornell CME Program:  CMEG 1,2,2a,3,3a.  Where applicable, some mention must be made in the Needs Assessment portion of the CME application as to the need for having the activity off-site.

11.
In certain circumstances a Weill Cornell faculty member may petition the CME Committee in writing to approve joint sponsorship for CME activities of significant educational merit that do not meet the above Weill Cornell guidelines, but are in compliance with ACCME and AMA regulations governing CME activities.  Such activities will be considered on a case-by-case basis, and approval is at the discretion of the Weill Cornell CME Committee.

12.
Although every application will be considered individually, brochures or letters prominently displaying the co-sponsor over Weill Cornell, using trade names rather than generic names, or those with logos and/or any significant promotional (as opposed to educational) material concerning pharmaceutical products, travel agencies, airlines, and resort destinations, (even if the conference will be held at such a destination), are generally not acceptable and will not be approved.
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